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f~AJUR~: Rare, Vulnerable & ~ndangered ~pecies 
Edito·rial - Why should we care ? 

Why should we be concerned about 
preserving the diverse habitats and the 
numerous species of plants and animals on 
Kangaroo Island? The answer is far more 
complex than simply the preservation of 
beautiful or relatively unspoiled natural areas. 
although this factor is very important. 

I believe that the plants and animals of 
Kangaroo Island represent biological 
capital. 

A large number of species can indicate 
the status of any particular ecosystem. The 
greater the diversity of species present . the 
larger the potential for adaptation. 

Most of us recognise the importance of 
conserving genetic material - be it for 
medicines. or for potential food or fuel. As 
plant diseases become more resistant to our 
control methods. we need also to look to 
other genetic stocks for potential disease 
resistance . Eventually plant species may be 
developed which remain disease-free without 
the use of chemicals! 

Humans have already adapted many 'wild ' 
plant and animal species to meet our needs. 
lj\ 11 cereal crops have been developed from 
wild grasses found in vqrious parts of the 
world.· Domestic stock have been bred from 
wild ancestors. and have been improved by 
breeding, or in other words careful selection 
for desirable characteristics. 

It is therefore to our advantage to 
conserve as many species as possible, in their 
natural habitats . These species are an 
irreplaceable resource and we have no real 
way ofknowing what plant or animal might 
prove valuable in the future . 

Of course some species are potentially 
more susceptible to extinction than others. 
Compare the successful adaptation of the 
Brush-tailed Possum to the rather less 
successful Southern Brown Bandicoot. The 
bandicoot has been detrimentally affected 
by the extensive clearance of habitat 
(including roadside vegetation) , whereas the 
possum has benefitted through the creation 
of crops and pastures. 

Another comparison might be the Galah 
and the endangered Glossy Black Cockatoo. 
Modified habitats are , suitable for the galah 
but certainly not for th~ cockatoo. which has 
suffered through the removal of food trees 
CSheoak) and breeding hollows (Sugar Gum). 

Obviously each species has a critical lower 
populat ion level . Once the number of 
individuals falls below this point, recovery 
becomes impossible and extinction certainly 
follows. It is therefore imperative that we 
identify and protect these species on 
Kangaroo Island before more populations are 
reduced below that critical threshold. We do 
not want any more precious species to be lost 
to future generations. ~ 

~ Man did not weave the web of life. he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web. he does to himself... ~ 
~ from the meSsage of Chief Sec:i ttle{dr\' American Indian. responding to a request to buy Indian land in 1854 by President Franklin Pierce. ~ 
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Fuel reduction burning and the Glossy Black Cockatoo 
As this issue has a theme of endangered 

species. pointing out some of the dangers of 
imposing an artificial. frequent. cool burning fire 
regime over the habitat of one of these species 
seems relevant. 

Two species of tree that are essential to the 
survival of the Glossy Black Cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus latham!) illustrate these 
dangers. 

Drooping Sheoak (AIIocasuarina verticillata) 
seeds are the main source of food for the 
Glossy Black Cockatoo. 

John Pepper's recent study of the birds habitat 
has concluded that between 13 and 19 years is 
needed for stands of Sheoak to mature enough 
to supply a reliable food source. It is obvious 
that if these stands are regularly burnt on a 
more frequent basis that this, (5-7 year burning 
inteNals are necessary for effective fire control 
through fuel reduction burning) the food supply 
for these birds will be severely diminished. 

Sugar Gum (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) is the 
preferred roosting trees and large hollows in 
these trees are essential as nesting sites. Under 
a 5-7 year burning regime regenerating 
saplings would be severely disadvantaged to 
the point of exclusion. Another serious 

consequence of this type of burning regime is 
the elimination of very "hot " crown fires . 
Because of the "cool" nature of fuel reduction 
burns these type of fires would not reach the 
very tall canopy and upper structure of sugar 
gum stands, resulting in a reduction in the 
number of hollows being formed. 

Nesting hollows are subject to intense 
competition. Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos. 
galahs, possums and feral domestic bees are 
all species which use similar size hollows and 
whose populations are ever increasing due to 
better food supplies available from farming and 
forestry activities. 

Burning practices that adversely affect the 
formation of nesting sites and reduce food 
supplies can only worsen the already 
precarious conservation status of these 
endangered birds . 

The destructive consequences of fuel reduction 
burning and it's doubtful effectiveness need to 
be taken into account before it is used as a fire 
prevention measure. 

For more information read John Pepper's paper 
on the effects of the 1991 Flinders Chase fire on 
the Glossy Black Cockatoo, available from Jack 
Dunstan. e&. 



The · ite-bellied Sea Eagle 
on. Kan.garoo Islan.d 

Soon after finding my feet on Kangaroo Island 
started using them as well. and quickly 

discovered that many of the sensitive habitats for 
which the Island is renowned were not all that 
secure after all! Many of the development 
pressures that I had encountered elsewhere 
were at work - particularly on pristine coastal 
areas. 'What about the sea eagles?' I said. and 
no-one really heard ..... .. or knew ....... 

Raptorial b irds (like us!) are located at the top 
of their food chain. and may be used as 
indicators - to reflect how well Cor how badly!) 
we are treating the natural world around us. With 
encouragement from friends I decided to get 
out and measure. just how some of these 
' indicator species' were faring as compared to 
elsewhere. Being a raptorphile to start with 
helped! 

Now. some eight years later. I am absorbed in 
the processing of the data obtained . and the 
writing of a journal article which I hope someone 
will publish. and more importantly, many will take 
notice of as a warning that wildlife populations 
can be. and often are! adversely affected by 
the way we use our sensitive coastal areas. 

Amongst the findings of the work to date the 
following 'one liners' stand out: 

•there are between 54-70 breeding pairs in S.A. 
•only 24% of these are on the mainland. 
•30% of the breeding population occurs on K.l. 
•substantial reductions have occured in the 

breeding range in S.A. 
• 95% of the nest sites in S.A. are within 150m of 

the sea . 

Interesting? Yes. but what has really made me 
sit forward on my chair is the very clear message 
that those nests rating as disturbed- e.g . 
proximity to habitation. industry. tracks and 
recreational activities produced significantly 
fewer young than those of higher wilderness 
classification! 

Given that in other closely related species a 
certain level of recruitment is required to 
maintain those populations. this has quite 
profound implications for the way we use what 
remains of the natural coastline of Kangaroo 
Island if we want our children to share the pure 
exhilaration of watching a sea eagle soar over 
the wild coast.?&· 

i:ht:? CLLLSi:rCLliCLlL SE?CL-lie>rz_ 
The Australian Sea-lion Is classified as a rare 

species. They number only about 12.000 animals. These 
are found in a small range along the southern coast of 
Australian between Kangaroo Island and Houtman 
Abrolhos. a group of islands on the Western Australian 
coast. approximately 400 kms north of Perth. Both 
range and numbers were reduced in the early 19th 
century by commercial sealing. 

Both the Australian sea-lion arid the New Zealand 
fur-seal were then hunted with no thought of the 
future . They were a resource to be taken where 
available and a means of survival to the men who 
were dropped ashore onto an unknown. alien land. to · 
be picked up sometimes years later with their supply of 
salted skins (from the New Zealand fur-seal) and oil 
(rendered down from the blubber of both species). 

The Australian sea-lion was affected more by this 
short period of commercial hunting than the New 
Zealand fur-seal. It's range . which prior to this time 
extended across the whole southern coast of Australia 
(skeletal remains have been found on Islands In Bass 
Strait). was dramatically reduced. It's numbers have 
not yet recovered. possibly because of a more 
precarious balance with it's environment than the 
New Zealand fur-seal. and it ' s unusual breeding 
pattern. 

Unlike most other seals. the Australian sea-lion has a 
breeding cycle of 17.7 months. A cow can start 
breeding in her second season. her first pup born 
when she is 4 1 I 2 years old, but she will most likely miss 
breeding one out of three seasons. With an expected 
life span of about 15 years. the maximum number of 
pups she could rear would be 6. However. pup 
mortality is about 20% In the first 6 months and 
unknown afterwards. so the number actually reaching 
maturity would be far less than this. An increase in 
number Is therefore a slow process. 

At Seal Bay on Kangaroo Island . there has been a 
regular monitoring of numbers for 20 years. with no 
indication of an increase in the size of the colony (it is 
stable at approximately 600 animals) . 

So, although the factor which probably reduced 
the numbers to the point of being rare has been 
removed. the effect is still with us today, leaving the 
species particularly vulnerable to other threats. 

Factors which threaten any of our wildlife also holds 
true for the Australian sea -lion. These are 
alteration/destruction of habitat or direct 
destruction/disturbance to the species itself. 
Pollution of our marine environment and n 

continued on page 4 a 
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alteration of coastal breeding/resting areas are 
threats. Possible conflict with fisheries. illegal shooting 
(the sea-lion has been protected as a species since 
the Inception of the NPWS Act. 1972) and disturbance 
at restlng/br~eding areas. are direct threats. 

At this stage the danger which is threatening 
marine mammal species worldwide - pollution - Is 
minimal in Southern Australian waters . There is the 
obvious pollution of rubbish - nets, fishing line. bait box 
strapping. plastics - which cause the death of 
Individual animals on a regular basis -but the more 
Insidious pollution by PCB's, heavy metals etc has not 
yet been recorded . 

Consequently we do not face the problems other 
countries do in protecting their wildlife. where direct 
inteNention Is essential and individual animals must be 
nursed back to health before being released Into the 
same polluted habitat and a dubious survival. This is 
not through any foresight on our part (don't be fooled) 
but by a smaller population and lower resource 
demand . In fact. our future could be the same. 
considering that our major population centres are 
coastal and our waste mostly ends up in the ocean. 
where It affects all marine life. 

Historically, one of the problems facing the survival 
of the best known colony of Australian sea-lions - at 
Seal Bay. Kangaroo Island - Is quite unusual. Because 
of accessibility. an Initial slow increasing number of 
visitors to the colony and a recent change in qttitude 
to wildlife. the animals here have come to tolerate or 
accept humans in their environment. Viewed In the 
appropriate way. wild behaviour can be observed at 
close range. This has for many years been an 
attraction locally, but more recently the visitor statistics 
indicate an increase. To see wildlife in a natural 
environment is becoming a ·unique experience·. The 
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threat? Through ignorance and enthusiasm. visitors 
could cause disturbance to resting animals by 
approaching too closely . The sea-lions' feeding 
pattern Is about three days foraging at sea, followed 
by three days resting on land. If disturbed during the 
rest period their health (and therefore t{1eir breeding 
capacity) would be affected. Unlike some wildlife 
species. the sealion will not move to a quieter area. if 
their space Is encroached upon. 

Would the reduction in numbers of this colony 
affect the numbers overall? Yes. Seal Bay. a colony of 
about 600 animals is one of three large breeding 
colonies. On Kangaroo Island there are 2 other small 
(approx 80 animals) Inaccessible colonies and this 
small size Is not unusual across the rest of the range. 

The Introduction of a · guided tours only" system 
has addressed the Immediate problem. Group size Is 
limited. numbers of people In the colony at any one 
time Is also limited and co-operation In adhering to a 
"code of behaviour" is requested . The result is that on 
those busy summer days up to 800 people per day 
can walk In the colony while se-alions rest undisturbed. 
ignoring the onlookers. 

The unique relationship between people and 
sealions at Seal Bay has enabled research programs to 
be carried out there . Through research. there Is a 
developing understanding of the sea-lions habits (for 
example. breeding and foraging patterns). 

By being classified as ·rare" the Australian sea-lion 
is no more remarkable in its habits and behaviour than 
the other wildlife of Kangaroo Island. However. there is 
a need for greater and Immediate emphasis on 
research and management strategies. just to ensure 
that it doesn't go that final step and become ·extinct " 
at some point in the future .~--



All those truckloads of carefully packaged consumer 
items arriving almost daily on Kl- where do the bottles. 
boxes. tins. jars. packets. bags and wrappers go when 
we're finished with them? Using current Australia wide 
statistics 96% of it stays on our island or goes up in 
smoke. The Federal Government aims to reduce 
Australia's production of waste by 50% by the year 
2000. If the recent Earth Summit is anything to go by 
one cannot blame a person for feeling a little cynical 
at the prospect of achieving this goal. 

The purpose of this article is to explore what initiatives 
have been undertaken by Federal, State and Local 
Governments to help reduce, reuse and recycl 
several. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 
Several Suburban Councils have appoin+or:Lr:,or-, 
Co-ordinators and Kerbside collection 
now being carried out by Enfield, 
Hindmarsh. Kensington, Norwood, 
Tea Tree Gully. Thebarton and 
District Councils of Gumeracha. North? 
Peninsular and Onkaparinga have estab · 
Kerbside collections in rural areas. 

It is not financially viable for our council or contractors 
to send materials which recyclable 
back to Adelaide . · . .. Cans. soft drink and 
beer bottles as well metals are viable 

nnr1e T·orsE3eCIDie future 
take more 

r~1Jl2~ts.\.f:rg~lSJ~;r·re 1use·:on1d· recycle. 
role in this 

Australian ( •> •> • .·· •. · \(' 
establishment of a pi ' ury · ............ ~aste 
newspaper into newsprint. In the interim, the Publishers 
National Environment Bureau have made $288.000 
available for use over two years to assist with recycling 
newsprint in South Australia . 
The Plastics Industry Association Incorporated have 
established a l-7 coding system to identify post­
consumer plastic waste. The system is intended to 
assist waste producers and recyclers in sorting plastic 
containers by resin type. This is a first step in 
developing a plastics recycling industry in Australia . 

The Coles-K-Mart chain are collecting used motor oil 
and selling the re-refined oil from retail outlets. While 
industry is slowly taking up the challenge some 
incentive must be provided by government. 

STATE GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 
A recycling advisory committee has been created to 
plan for ·a continuous recycling system in this State. A 
recycling strategy for the state has been developed. 
The Waste Management Commission of SA has 
established a Recycling Unit and appointed a co­
ordinator to develop markets and recycling industries 
here. A government purchasing policy for the 
preferential supply of goods made from recycled 
materials has been adopted by many agencies. 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 
TAX INCENTIVES- the Commonwealth government 

oved the sales tax on recycled paper 
8[@.!gg8:~ and is considering similar action on other 
:f\Y~H~1/::n'"''"'' as re-refined lubricating oils and 

~,~~~~@l§f~~~f~d;;e from post-consumer plastic waste. y Environment and Planning, Susan 
tten to the Commonwealth Treasurer 

1'1'\r'ICir'fOro"1tlr\l"'' Of further tax Charges as a 
ging recycling. 

~·:•!.:•l~~.o .!· ~·~··<• · 6 uiRY- The Industries Commission has 
nationwide inquiry into recycling and 

I)Q!f¢.~~ffll?J~1red comprehensive reports, copies of 
obtained for the Australian Government 

Publishing Service. 55 Currie Street, Adelaide. 

NATIONAC.STRATEGY- A national strategy is being 
developed and its endorsement will encourage local 
authorities to support the scherne. The basic elements 
of the scheme include: · ·· ········•.··· .> < 

•the collection will be ki;?rbsid~on a weekly basis 
the same day as garbqge coJI~<::tion; 

•appropriate materiqls suiJqt)le.f0.Gf.E3cycling will be 
··•········•· ted for collection';:) ,•. < ·:: 

.L · containerwillih.$E3d•tobeprovided; 
.............. recovery facilities cMRFs) will be 

Tr1ri11Cr,,..,· ,, serving d.rE?gionCil9r~q ; ·· 
.· willber:ndrket~c!tcitbe appropriate 

tu:;:;z; •:::·::~· :· tog reed pfic~sl ;.· .. : •· 
· · ··. · · AustfOJiarl>KJ~(v zealand 

. . (ANZECrhbs set up a national 
r,-,c,~tl"\,·· ·r-: ·o)··to investigate the recycling of waste 
lubricating oil and used motor vehicle tyres and its 
report has now been completed . 

PACKAGING- ANZEC have prepared National 
Guidelines to develop mechanisms which will achieve 
the most efficient packaging practices that recognize 
the need to balance the essential need for packaging 
with minimization of resource use. litter and pollution. 

RECYCLED PAPER- The Department of Administrative 
Services has prepared an informative publication ·A 
Guide to the Use of Recycled Paper" which can be 
purchased from the Australian Government Publishing 
Service. 55 Currie Street. Adelaide. ~a-



+ AN ISLAND REFUGE + 

Osprey 
(Pandion ha/iaelus) 

ENDANGERED 
Glossy Black Cockatoo 

(Calyptorhynclws latham!) 

.. 

. .. . . 

... .. ·: .· .. 
VULNERABLE 

Hooded Plover 
( Characlrius rubricollis) 
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VULNERABLE 
Southern Brown Bandicoot 

(Isooclon obesulus) . . '·''---:--~-~-.-.---------' 
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VULNERABLE 
New Zealand Fur-seal 
(Arctocephalus forsteri) 
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OuR SPECIAL WILDLIFE + 

RARE 
· · Peregrine Falcon 

(Falco peregrinus) 

RARE 
Southern Emu-wren 

(Stipiturus malachurus) 

ENDANGERED 
Southern Stone-curlew 

(BurhiflttS gral/arius) 

VULNERABLE 

·. 
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Winter and early spring brings the cold , wet 
weather to Kangaroo Island and with the onset of 
these conditions many of the Islands' orchids come 
into flower. During our long. dry summers most of the 
orchids exist only as underground tuberoids. however 
the cool. damp weather stimulates the growth stage 
and most are In flower in August. September and 
October. 

Insects are qttract~.Q to flowers which chemically and 
physically rDill)jp'::fhe female Insect; the male Insect 
attell)pts to ,rT,ldt# with the flower and thus carries out 

~~:~.~~~)':,1~;:::.~!::::!:\::f/' 
i · \:A.bOtn~(. area where orchids are inter-dependent 
i ~iMJit!lef6rganlsms in their environment Is In gaining 
\,fiuttMkfs ti0m the soil. Orchids have an association 
'w(tf.?'rJf')gf("called mycorrhiza which enhance the 

The small size of most orchids is more than made up q}qbi_¢{:''.·ahflffy to obtain the nutrients, partlculary 
by the exquisite beauty of their form and colour. Even P.fW~J::\¢.:16i,.·Which are necessary for vigorous growth. 
when in full flower many go unnoticed but those who rf:{'r~:tUrh the mycorrhiza obtain from the orchids the 
are prepared to spend time in careful observation will . ¢arbor!\ c;pmp¢unds they need for growth. 

~=li~~~~~~~ts~Y F~~~ ~~:a~~~~~~~~eb~~~~~t06:~~~~ l~;':::::(b~~·;:6~1Jf~ated orchids produce large numbers of 
(Corybas spp.) which only grow up to 4cm In height. to Jjp'jji'uf~tii§''~'ds·····whiqh are so small that they do not 
the spectacular Leek Orchid (Prasophyllum elatum) .. ··'':t?9.9.:hf.t!.Jfi..r:lufriero.ts··'for germination and are reliant on 
which has a spike up to 1 .5m high clustered with ....... ·····. VUfW;· as~6,9lO'Ho'n with the mycorrhizal fungi present in 
flowers. the orchids on the Island all have,:the .. aJ:.:lility to.. . ·: \ !fie soil 'furJ':t:SOpply of enzymes and nutrients to initiate 
delight the beholder. ·· ··. >·. \' .::.{ ·: · )growth. Most of our orchids for111 a tuberoid to enable 

·····.... : .:· .. : .. t\t:.,:. /them to survive the dry summer months and some 
They occur all over the island in undisturbecf'natur'dP:":'t\<:./ species of Pterostylus (Greenhood orchids) and 

areas from the dry. Infertile dunes of the south '(:;qost::tbt:t'):'=:=:::i=':':')\'2ianthus,CM.osquito and Mayfly orchids) are capable 
the heavy soils and high rainfall areas.q.(.the .. centrq( .. ,.,.,,,,\:::~:::pt · . .tqrmln_g ... rfi'ore than one new tuberiod each season 
and western plateau. amongst limest6A~::qnd m¢fi,~tf::::;,... . ·a:n.d .. :.~.9. :···can be found growing in colonies of up to 
vegetation and along creek banks ur;ip,er toy(~r(.q~':j[[f\:.... se-J.e,rall1qgared plants. 
sugar gums. The spider orchids of the ,Cd7bdefitctf}:;,:::=::::~}'''''' ... : ... t . .-:.: ... :>;·'"' 
genus vary in colour from deep crimson to crel)my:[:['''['f['[(:[:[:[::=:::t:''·•:::$.oJ..!.fh Australia has about 160 species of orchids 
white with red veins . In Caladenia filamentos6 ~diti : ~f::;:'Bficidu·e:'l(£:fhe Islands' unique natural environment 63 
filamentosa the perianth segments (or petals) ... 6dn b.lif.\'.: · \. · ;f. .. th~~~:::;¢r$./known to occur on Kangaroo Island. Of 
up to ?em long. and it Is aptly named the Daddy·'t6.Df;L· ., \:, .. th(ise··~seveli are classed as endangered (very rare 
Legs Orchid. The incredible intricacy of the Copp~h ::_-,:· . f\:jj\d in seri9us risk of disappearing from the wild within 
Beard Orchid ( Calochi/us campestris) and its delicBfliK\ .,: . ,.'! f:(f.tY years)" and two as vunerable (at risk over longer 
colour patterns can only be appreciated wt\'~n ·-:::;:::,:, •. · J:{P.:~r.iod:~ltime). Orchids are not only delicate visually 
viewed through a magnifying glass. while the i<~f.g:e ,,,·"':::,:,:.::(.,~y,t:,,~·tft.f"·'a·i·so ... ·.vi3{Y. .. sensitive to environmental 
clusters of bright yellow flowers on the Short-leci,V~ l\::--:::, Cfl#u.f.hdhee: .. ~LJ<::. h··· dS" land clearance. Introduced . 
Donkey Orchid (Diuris brevifolia) will catch yo4(ey~ i?H':;, ... , .. ,.::oQ'nitnq~~·, snaiiV·Q.Qd insects. altered nutrient levels 
even when walking in thick scrub. / · t:r::::t·=<;::···· thid:~96.:':tn~':dp'i)IIcation of fertilizers and chemicals. 

r if/'' weed''''fk\i.r;;:i~lon. increased soil salinity and controlled 
Many orchids self pollinate. others have vor:ioJf spring bur'Nng. To ensure the continued diversity of our 

mechanisms for attracting lns.t;3cts····to-··cqrf:,y:=:::q'qt,.,:•:::::: .. :::·····:· ·or~.tJid flora it is essential to minimise these types of 
pollination. Either the fragrance of hie.coiQL!LC,i~~ffMnT·:·.·'· .•. : ·envfroo.mental disturbance. 
of the flower can be attractive to in.sec:f .. ::pollis.B.t8rs'::•::·•,,.,::::···,,,.,... . · . :'\ 
such as flies. native bees. lntroduce.o· l\qn,~y··:b.~·~sf. .. ' .,.,,,,,.,:,.,,,,,:::=<':!fi·':+htAmeantime why not take a stroll through your 
wasps, beetles and gnats . Some/of tQ..e'''.bonk~yi'·· ... ,.,.:, .... , ... ,J89.9.i:::R.9fch of native bushland in the next few months, 
Orchids (Diuris spp.) have a similq(.qPI)'eai.qry::.~. :Jo · "···•.:;:: .. ,.:.·tread ·eurefully. and discover yourself. some of the 
bush peas and although they pr9vtde no n~q:f,f#i:6r magic orchids. ?a-
pollen bees are mistakenly attrdcted to them'':tiften 
enough to effect pollination. On other species :f.nale ref: Orchids Of South Ausralia by RJ Bates and JE Weber 

.f 

) < Daddy Long Legs f'J (Caladeniajilameniosa 
1/ var jilameniosa) 
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Bridle Creeper is doing very well this year. 
The early opening seasonal rains have 
brought the ever expanding pest plant 
problem to our sights again. 

We, as a community, can do much to 
halt this plant. By working together, in small 
or large groups, we can 'adopt' a road, a 
part of a road, a patch of remnant or 
conserved vegetation. Dedication to the 
task will do much to rid our coastal and 
roadside vegetation, (and gardens), of this 
p lant. 

The most enviromentally friendly way to 
achieve this, is to dig up the tubers, dry and 
burn them . Another way, is to mow the 
stems as soon as they grow to 15cm high. Or 
hand pull the growing stems. whenever the 
stems attain 50cm in height. but 
especially before the plant puts 
on flowers or sets seed . This 
is necessary as birds eat the 
fruit, void the seed, thus 
increasing the spread of 
seedlings. No fruit = no 
seedlings. 

These methods are time 
consuming and physically 
exhausting, especially when 
dealing with large tuber mats. 
But, they are very 
effective on small 
p lants. espec ia ll y 
under where b irds 
sit in trees and 
shrubs. 

Which 
ever way 
you choose 
to remove Bridle 
Creeper. the ' Bradley 
Method ' is recommended 
when dealing with large areas of infestation. 
This means, start work from the edges, say 1 
metre in. all around the chosen patch. Then. 
during each progressive working bee day, it 
will be necessary to check and possibly redo 

the original area. before advancing inland 
(of the patch) by another 1 metr.e or so. 

Continue to check previous work before 
extending inland, because many seedlings 
will appear. Do try to prevent the plants from 
setting seed (flowering occurs between 
spring to early summer). 

If using a herbicide, it is time to spray in 
June to July, using Round-UP. at a ratio 
ofl : 100. Where a dense understorey of 
native species is present, it may be 
advisable to reduce the strength of Round­
up to 1:150 or 1 :200. If in doubt conduct your 

o w n 
experiment 
first to ensure 

impact on 
healthy native 

plant understorey is 

Follow up 
spraying is necessary in 
August , but this time 
only use 1:200 strength. 
Re-spray the first one 

metre area and advance in 
another one metre. 

These strengths have 
proven to be effective on 

the soft-foliaged Bridle 
Creeper with relatively 
little e ffect on the 
harder waxy leaved 

native vegetation. This 
does not mean that 

indiscriminate spraying can occur, but a little 
over-spray on to the shrubs and tree that the 
Bridle Creeper is climbing on will not destroy 
the native plant. 

Let us all volunteer time , energy and a 
little cash in an attempt to prove that 
people power does exist and that we 
care for Kangaroo Island . ~.., B 



Fencing and Taxation 
The income Tax Assessment Act 1936-91 provides 
concessions for prima ry producers that allow 
expenditure on measures tha t combat land 
desgradation to be fully deductible in the year of 
expenditure. For more information on Taxation and 
control of land degradation consult Treespeak No 
38/39. Jan-April 1992. publ ished by Greening Australia 
(SA) inc. GPO Box 9868 . Adelaide 5001. Phone (08) 207 
8757. 

Allowable Deductions 
The following items can be considered : 

• Establish or re-establish vegeta tion cover on 
eroded areas 

• Constructing earthworks such as banks and 
drains to reduce e rosion by water 

• Fencing out wind eroded areas to exclude stock 
• Constructing dams for the primary purpose of 

flood mitigation or reducing erosion by water 
• Fencing to exclude stock from saline. degraded 

or frag ile areas 
• Fencing to exclude stock from recharge areas 

where tree planting or special agronomic 
p ractices are implemented to reduce sa linity 

• Re aligning fences to avoid or overcome land 
degradation where exclusion o f stock is primary 
and prinlcipal reason 

• Drainage to reduce wate r logging 
• Deep drainage to alleviate soil salinity 
• Construc ting earth works associated w ith control 

of surface drainage salinity or water logging 

The waste 
Its another one of those horrible days 
With horrible people and their horrible ways 

I open the window 
I view the waste 
Then I pull the curtains 
I pull them with haste 

Tears well behind my eyes 
As I imagine 
That stinking. foul smelling enterprise 
Of chlorine. acid. plastic and such 

Its just too much 

Willoh Sleeman 

Plastic Bag Kills Whale 
Great Lakes Advocate. Wed March 11. 1992. Forster. Victoria 

The on-going problem of enviromentally damaging plastic 
wrappings tragically surfaced again this week. Green Point resident. 
Mr Alan Steed. reported to the Advocate last Wednesday afternoon 
that a small dead \\!hale had been washed up on Seven Mile 
Beach. An autopsy later performed by the National Parks and 
Wildlife SeNice and ORRCA re presentatives revealed the young 
animal had died from the affects of a plastic bag in its stomach. 

· "It's just a tragedy that such a lovely animal should die from 
people's carelessness·. said Mr David Turner. NPWS ranger.The 
whale had obviously swallowed the plastic bag. causing a 
blockage in the stomach- so he couldn't eat. gradually became 
weaker and died. Mr Turner said the animal. a 3.15 metre-long 
pigmy sperm whale. apparently died at sea. While not on the list of 
endangered species. pigmy sperm \\!hales are not common . 

ORRCA members. Samantha Fulton and Jennine Anderson. drove 
up from Sydney that night to inspect the whale and assist with the 
autopsy. "Plastic bags have become a major problem in our 
waterways and people will have to learn not to throw them away·. 
Mr Turner said. This latest incident follows a number of appeals last 
year by former councillor. Mr Graham Barclay. concerning 
discarded plastic bags becoming an enviromental and boating 
hazard in Wall is Lake. 

For further reference. the sighting of a beached whale should be 
reported immediate ly to the NPWS. who can be contacted through 
the Booti Booti SRA.phone 540446. while the local ORRCA contact is 
Ms Anne Ditton. phone 554643. 

eco-toons 

Contributi ons to from th e pen are welcome . 
and should be forwarded to: 
The Editoria l Team 
Kangaroo Island Ec o-Action 
PO Box 48 1 
KINGSCOTE SA 5223 



Colour-in the koala and win a prize ... 
There are three different age groups for this competition, 5 and under, 6-9 and 10-13. 
These age groups will be judged separately and a prize will be awarded to the best 

entry in each category. Entries should be sent to Briony Vickery, 2 Brownlow Avenue 

KINGSCOTE 5223 by 30 November. The winners will be given their prizes at the next Eco­

Action meeting. (PS: if you don't want to cut up this journal- photocopy this page) 

Name: ..................... ......... .......... .. ................................ .. Age: ......................... .. 

Address: ..... .................................. .................................. Phone No: .. ... ... ... .... .. 

m 



Eco-Action Core Group and Area Representatives 
Core Group Members 
Annette Black - Ph: 33172 
Prue Coulls - Ph: 28236 
Dave Dowie- Ph: 28271 
Jack Dunstan - Ph: 29007 
Lisa McKenzie - Ph: 36252 
Deb Sleeman -Ph: 33220 . 
John Tagell- Ph: 29104 

Area Representatives 
Kingscote Sue Merchant- Ph: 35205 
Emu Bay Kris Hondow & Brian Vanner- Ph: 35330 
Cygnet River Trish Mooney - Ph: 29002 
Stokes Bay Nick Flynn -- Ph: 29030 
Western Kl Chris & Heather Halstead -Ph: 37235 
South West Roni and Cathy Cohen- Ph: 37262 
Vivonne Bay Sharon Cole- Ph: 94275 
D'Estree Bay Ria Byass- Ph: 28268 
American River Craig Wickham- Ph: 33204 
Adelaide Jan Simpson & Fred Peters- Ph: (08) 296 4496 
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